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JAMES MORRIS LAWSOM, JR, 
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that ho advised ; V ■?; 

from Assistant Director WILLtau r** 4/15/68, » 

Intolllgenco Division ®?“catlc 

on© Dr, DUDLEY WARD of th^u fu effect that • 

lobbyist snd MtloMl • 

Cbiircb) bad advised tbs BurMj that ? 

Jbout Eot. JAMB SSSm^LSIoS iS““ ' 

Pastor. Uothodist chttMU JH.# 

to tho effoct that ho undorstood*h^**«5^**®®^' Mcanphlo/ » • • 
going around Washington. D C ®“ otodoss 

upon and for which no basis lA elaborated 

a .«jusi to tbo jl. 

tbs lleopbl2‘raf*j;*(?)''Si?f/St“X*" l-oflooitod 

lact asd (2) ti Mvl.; uilSS Sj J*!'’''*? ™ <>' ‘M» 

If ho has. In fact ®“** doterjnln© from him ^ • 

If BO froA whom throats and 

vflom zi no 18 aware as to tholr Identity. . 
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Race ' 

Sex 

DOB 

POO 

Convictions 



170-98 

167-1092 “ ,-V i' 

®Jjl®87.Sub Dissemination 



Wogro 

Male 

9/22/28 

Vnlontovn. Pennsylvania 

Cleveland^ 
Ohio, 4/2 o/ 61, to servo tbre< 
years Imprisonment for 
violation of SSA, 1948, 
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Church affiliation 



• * ■••. ' ■■■■'• ' . •• 

Pastor of the Ccntenar^ ‘ 
Mothodlst ChuVch which } 
until recently was located 
at 878 Mississippi Boulevard; 
tlio church Is now located at 
584 East UcLcmoro having 
recently purchased this 
property, ...• 

LAWnENCK ' V16/C8, SA ' ' " ' • 

tiAwREfCE furnished the information conoernlnir the 

concernvnft- of Methodist church leaders regarding 
WWSON. BA LAWRENCE was advised 
that a memo would bo prepared for the Homicide 
Division and for COP JAMES C. Macdonald to this 
rJJ i^edlately thereafter, the writer 

attempted to call LAWSON at his church. His socretarv 
.JylBcd that h. not thorn, . th.t S ..“JrlSElJ 7 . ' 

ti ii. *>® Mhodulod to return 

to the church at about 2 P,M, “ '• 

The writer Introduced himself, gave his 
full name and phono number of the office, and asked 
that she have LAWSON call the writer as early as 

the matter was quite Important, ^She 
stated she would do so,- • u. 
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J J ' Thereafter,' the writer called LAWSON’s v’ " 
residence and epoke to a woman who Introduced herself 
as his wife. She stated LAWSON had Just left to go 
#«!. ***? Memphis radio or television stations 

hli e«ii of conference, and that she would have . 

hlS A« “ado contact with 

f the late afternoon of 4/15/68, LAWSON 
had not returned the call« * 

ftn a /1 afternoon conversation 

on 4/15/6S with GEORGE C. MOORE, Section Chief 

nofnHa locate LAWSON, and it was 

ani f. necessary to make 

any fugitive type or repeated efforts to contact LAWSO) 
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as LAWSON iB an intelligent person, that he pereonall]^ 
knows the writer, and that he knows how to use the ( 
telephone. - ’ 

It will be noted that the 4/12/68 Issue 
of the Memphis nowspapor, Tlio Conunorclal Appeal, 
reported that LAWSON at a press conference for 
the Community on the Move for Equality of which ho 
Is chairman of the strategy committee had blasted'''.,^'' ' 
the Memphis PD and Federal law enforcement agencies, 
including the FBI, stating that he did not feel • 

that It was In their best Interests to find the 
killer of Dr. KINO. He did not elaborate. During 
this same press conference, LAWSON and Rev. SAMUEL 
D. KYLES, Pastor, Monumental Baptist Church, according 
to a story In the Memphis Press-Sclmltar newspaper, ' 
4/12/68 Issue, page one,~ by reporter CLARK PORTEOUS, \ , 

both LAWSON and KYLES blasted the Memphis PD, .• f’ ■ . 

accused It of engaging In police brutality, accused 
It of stealing money from Negroes stopped for 
questioning, and accused It of harassing people 
during the recent curfew following the murder of 
Dr. KING. LAWSON claimed that police brutality 
would bo the next major Issue taken up by the above- 
mentioned COME group. after the sanitation strike 
currently In progress ends. . . • ' •. 

; . •. • ■ '■ • ■ ■ . 

It Is significant to note that In another ' . 
Investigation, the MURKIN case (killing of Dr. KINO * ' 

ME 44-1987), SA LAWRENCE attempted to contact Rev. 

KYLES on 4/15/68 for the purpose of Interviewing' 
him Inasmuch as It has been determined that he was 
registered In the Lorraine Motel on 4/3-4/68 when 
Dr. KINO was registered there, and that his wife 
tersely stated that he was out of town and would 
not bo back until 4/20/G8 and refused to furnish 
Information concerning his current location In order 
that ho might be Interviewed by another field division. 

TIio actions circumstantially on the part 
of LAWSON and KYLES would tend to indicate there 
bitterness toward all law enforcement and their 
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refusal to cooperate In matters of mutual interest., ; , | 
and to discharge their civic responsibility as « 

citizens of this country. It is felt that this 
information should bo made a matter of record for 
future reference. 
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It will bo noted that LAWSON was last 
arrostod -4/5/68 by the Memphis PD on disorderly 
conduct charge when bo and over 100 other persons ' 
rofuaod to leave the Memphis City Sail after •: ' •* ;■ 

appearing to protest the treatment of the sanitation 
workers and on 4/15/68, Inspector H, L, M C 
Mem phis PD, a dvised LAWSON has Memphis PD iQQgMn 
FBI DOB, 9/22/28; POD, Unlontown, PennsyJlvanla, 
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